Law and Order	273
of persons convicted has remained the same. In the county the
number of offences has also nearly doubled, and in Abingdon it has
increased by 60 per cent.
This increase cannot be attributed to changes in the level of
employment in Oxford during the period, or to the existence of any
definite criminal areas. Nor have the figures been affected to any
substantial extent by new acts of parliament. The fact that of the
118 persons charged in 1936 in Oxford City about 40 per cent, were
under 22 years of age suggests that it is prima facie unlikely that the
increase is due to the 'extra-muraP activities of the London criminal.1
In fact, the London criminal usually appears in Oxford only during
special occasions, such as St. Giles" Fair and Eights Week, when he
hopes to pick a few pockets in the crowd. Some of the crimes are
undoubtedly committed by persons from other parts of the country,
but it is not possible to estimate their number with any precision.
On the whole it seems likely that most of the offences are committed
by persons resident in or near Oxford, and probable that the rise in
the number of offences should be connected with the increase in
population, which has risen from 49,3 36 in 1906 to 90,000 (estimated)
in 1936, or in almost the same proportion as the offences. An appre-
ciable proportion of offences committed in Abingdon are also due
to persons from Oxford or elsewhere.
By the courtesy of the police it is possible to show in Tables B i~32
the ages and mode of disposal in 1931 and 1936 in respect of indict-
able offences dealt with summarily.3 Among male persons charged
there has been in the city a remarkable increase in the number of
juveniles (i.e. under 17), which rises from 5 to 23 and from just under
8 per cent, of the total in 1931 to just under 30 per cent, in 1936.
Amotxg females the most marked change is the increase among those
over 17 and especially among those over 30. In the county the num-
ber of male juveniles only rises from n to 12, but the proportion
increases from 18 to 31-6 per cent., while in Abingdon the number
rises from 3 to 16 and the proportion from 12-5 to 42*1 per cent.
The number of females dealt with summarily is negligible in the
county and Abingdon. The tables showing the mode of disposal
refer only to adults. Here we may note that in the county the number
of adults dealt with has fallen from 51 to 29 and that 24 of the latter
were fined. In Oxford City and Abingdon the total numbers remain
1	See New Survey ofljondon Ufe and Labour, vol. i (1930), p. 393.
2	See Appendix VIE.
3	The three tables are not precisely comparable, since cases dismissed are excluded
from the county figures but included in the others; the resulting discrepancy is believed
to be small.
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